AFAN MTB

By Richard Marriott - vice pres

Doug, Spasher (aka Justin Neville-Rolfe), Nick Coe,
Hazel Davies, Andrew Rice and myself recently
visited the Afan MTB trail centre in South Wales
for the weekend. The write-ups that I'd read had
been really enthusiastic so | was really keen to try
it out. Afan is pretty much straight along the M4
and so is much more accessible than Coed Y
Brenin in North Wales or the centres in Scotland.
We arrived on Friday evening after driving
through torrential rain (well it is Wales) and then
went for a pint before dinner in the local pub. The
locals we met were warm and welcoming so it all
bode well.

The rain we feared on Saturday morning did not
fall and the Sun was threatening to shine! It
didn’t, but we enjoyed ourselves nevertheless.
We headed off to do W2 —a combination of The
Wall and the fantastic White’s Level.

W2 is 44 km long and starts of with a technical
ascent along twisty, rocky and rooty single track
through sections called ‘Dastardly & Mutley’ and
‘Two Tombstones’. This was great fun but we
soon stood at the top of the optional Black Run.

The Black Run. The berms at the start catapult you out a

near light-speed along this fast strip towards a gate with a

skull and crossbones sign next to it. To give you plenty of

time to read the warning you have to get off your bike but

once through you head out along a boardwalk section that
teases you into making mistakes before spitting you out

v down a 45-degree, zig-zag boulder-strewn section with
highwire berms that just keep the fun coming.

See http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=47augdHt8Zc for
some Black Run footage although not shot by us.
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AF'A'N MTB Darkside starts innocuous enough but it is soon

WEEKEND swooping down across the face of the hill with big
3RD, 4'1‘1{ DEc rocks to jump off if you have the nerve but

thankfully there are ways around them if you
haven’t. As you work your way down you catch
glimpses of the valley road where, alas, all good
things come to an end. While dodging the rocks
and the trees and swooping along the fast flowing
lines it is easy to be sad that all too soon you will be
at the finishing gate. It would be great fun to
session the sections of Darkside and get each one
perfect before stringing them all together for the
made-in-heaven run. On Darkside you could easily
clock up enough flying time for a pilots licence but
be warned: the landings are hard and sharp. On the
upside, the nearest A&E is not too far away and the
site does have designated helicopter rescue points
(do they take the bike with you | wonder?) The
owner of the cottage warned us “that all the
accidents happen in the last 20 minutes” (which
includes all the descents) and it is true. By then
you’ve riding and concentrating so hard for so long
that it is difficult not to make a mistake. And true
to form, | took a few tumbles on my way down
Darkside for the first time.
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The LTcis not 5 cheap bike. The
frame alone is £2500 but it js
strong and beautifully made:
cleaning the bike on Monday
orning before returning it to
the shop really made me
appreciate this. The rear
suspension triangle is a one-
piece carbon design and the
front triangle is so beautifully
shaped it could almost be 3
sculpture. The LTc has a
threaded bottom bracket
design, the pivots are 3|
serviceable and the main pivot
has grease ports. It certainly
felt like a bike designed by
riders for riders rather than a
Creation of the marketing
department. Overall, the LTc js
a great fun to ride and itifit
had been mine, it would
certainly have allowed me to
test the outer limits of my
abilities [ast weekend. But, |
haven’t got any Comparators
yet and | will Certainly be trying
Some other bikes before | part
with my hard-earned.




